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VI. MARK 14:1-16:8 HOW WILL THE MESSIAH ESTABLISH HIS KINGDOM? 
 

THE PUBLIC – 

THE PASSOVER 

LAMB WAS 

CHOSEN 

THE DISCIPLES - 

THE PASSOVER WAS 

CELEBRATED 

THE JEWS - 

THE PASSOVER 

LAMB WAS 

CONDEMNED 

THE ROMANS - 

THE PASSOVER 

LAMB WAS 

CRUCIFIED  

GOD – THE 

PASSOVER LAMB 

ROSE FROM THE 

DEAD 

 

14:1, 2 The Priests 

Plotted 

 

PLOTTED: Priests 

plotted to kill Jesus 

People riot? 

Passover in 2 days 

 

 

DEATH at the hands of 

the priests 

 

 

 

14:17-21 The Betrayer 

 

He was one of the 12 who 

dipped bread with Jesus 

 

BETRAYED: The betrayer 

was rejected 

 

Judas would not 

CELEBRATE this meal 

again 

 

14:43-50 Jesus was 

Arrested 

 

ARRESTED: by 

armed crowd ut why 

did they not arrest 

him while he taught 

in the temple? 

 

Silent WITNESSES 

 

15:1-5 Jesus Accused 

before Pilate 

 

Are you THE KING OF 

THE JEWS? A question 

of identity: Who was the 

accused before him? 

 

ACCUSED: He was 

accused of many things 

but gave no answer 

 

 

15:28-32 Jesus’ Suffering 

on the Cross 

 

INSULTED: “Others he 

saved, but himself he 

cannot save.” If you are 

the King of Israel, come 

down from the cross and 

we will believe! Others 

cursed him! 

COME DOWN FROM 

THE CROSS! 

 

14:3-9 Jesus was 

Anointed 

 

Ate with Simon 

 

Costly perfume for 

burial  

The woman was to be 

remembered as the 

gospel was preached 

 

 

ANOINTED by a 

woman 

 

 

14:22-26 The New Covenant 

 

Bread & cup was body & 

blood of covenant shed for 

many 

 

Many beyond 12 would be 

received 

They CELEBRATED and 

one day Jesus would again 

CELEBRATE in the 

kingdom 

 

14:51, 52 A Young 

Man Fled 

 

He followed and was 

seized 

 

He fled naked, 

leaving behind the 

sheet he covered 

himself with 

 

 

Absent WITNESSES 

 

15:6-15 Barabbas or 

Jesus? 

 

Barabbas the murderer 

“What shall I do then 

with him whom you call 

THE KING OF THE 

JEWS?” 

A question of morality: 

Who was to be punished, 

the evil doer or the 

scapegoat? 

Crucify him!  

 

 

15:34-41 Jesus' Death  

 

Darkness, noon to 3pm 

 

Why forsaken?  

 

Curtain of Temple torn.  

 

Centurion and the women 

witnessed his death 

WOULD ELIJAH 

BRING HIM DOWN 

FROM THE CROSS? 

 

 

14:10,11 Judas to 

betray Jesus 

 

Priests offerred 

money 

 

Judas looked for the 

right moment 

 

 

BETRAYED by Judas 

 

 

 

 

14:27-31 Warnings in the 

Mount of Olives 

 

All would fall away, Jesus 

would rise & go to Galilee, 

Peter to disown 3 times 

Peter’s response was, “We 

die first!” 

 

Disciples regrouped and 

received back. They would 

CELEBRATE again 

 

 

14:53-65 The Trial of 

Jesus 

 

In the house of the 

high priest 

Falsely accused of 

blasphemy 

Condemned to  

Death 

 

False WITNESSES 

 

15:16-20 Soldiers mocked 

Jesus 

 

They placed a robe & 

crown of thorns on him, 

and worshipped in a false 

spirit 

"Hail, KING OF THE 

JEWS!" 

A question of worship: 

Who will be worshipped? 

Some caesars were 

worshipped as gods. 

 

 

 

15:42-47 Jesus' Burial 

 

Joseph wrapped Jesus’ 

body in linen and rolled a 

stone over his tomb 

carved from a rock 

 

Women saw burial 

 

THEY TOOK HIS BODY 

DOWN FROM THE 

CROSS 

 

14:12-16 Preparations 

 

2 prepared the Passover 

 

Follow into the city a 

man with a jar 

Ask the owner of the 

room where I will eat 

the Passover with my 

disciples? 

 

PREPARATIONS by 

the disciples 

 

 

 

14:32-42 Jesus Prayed 

 

3 groups 

Your will! 3 prayers 

The body and the spirit 

Intimacy with Christ is not 

via the flesh; intimacy is via 

the spirit. 

These 4 scenes tell us that 

while we live in a physical 

universe fellowship with 

Christ is in the spirit. 

CELEBRATE in the Spirit 

 

 

14:66-72 Peter denied 

Jesus 

 

3 denials with curses 

The cock crows twice 

in fulfilment of Jesus’ 

word 

 

 

The (negative) 

WITNESS who 

denied being a 

witness 

 

15:21-27 The Crucifixion 

 

Crucifixion on Golgotha 

They divided his clothes 

 

Charge: THE KING OF 

THE JEWS A question of 

authority: Who has the 

final word? 

 

Crucified between 2 

thieves 

 

 

16:1-8 Jesus Rose! 

 

2 women went to the tomb 

 

Risen – empty tomb  

 

The disciples were to go to 

Galilee for he went before 

them 

 

HE WAS NOT HERE! 

HE HAD RISEN! 
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SIXTH DIVISION 

 
VI. 14:1-16:8 HOW WILL THE MESSIAH ESTABLISH HIS KINGDOM? 

 
SECTION SEVEN ROW TWO: SYMBOLS OF JESUS' SACRIFICE 

Mark 14:1-16:8 

 
Corresponding PowerPoint® presentation: 

234_Mark_PREACHERS_Symbols_Sacrifice_6th_division_2nd_row_5_scenes_presentation 

 

 

The outline: 

 

I. Jesus is anointed: the ideal sacrifice, a sweet smell to God. 14:3-9 

Extremely pleased 

God is pleased 

A little deodorant 

Our acts don’t accomplish this 

Sweet smelling sacrifices 

Not animals but the Son 

Favorite cologne 

 

II. The bread and wine of the New Covenant: the sacrificial basis of the New Covenant 14:22-26 

Signs of the Covenant 

We know 

His cause 

 

III. A young disciple leaves a sheet behind and runs: the sacrifice that covers - the sheet that 

covered the youth 14:51, 52 

The first to run away naked 

Why such a negative reaction? 

The garments of salvation 

A surprise treasure 

 

IV. Barabbas or Jesus: a substitute sacrifice - one dies for another 15:6-15 

I am your sacrifice 

For Barrabas 

Jesus unlike Barabbas, or us 

 

V. The death of Jesus: the sacrifice which opens the way – the veil of the temple torn from top to 

bottom 15:33-41 

The veil 

“Shi ya bude kofa.” 

A new way in transportation 

Mephibosheth 

A bride 
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Bringing us to God 

 

Let’s respond 
 

 

As we look across the stories we find in the 6th division of Mark we notice that there are five 

stories or scenes that present Jesus’ sacrifice of himself under 5 symbols. These are the five 

stories or scenes we find in the second level of the grid of the 6th division. In those five scenes 

we have: 

 

 

1. 14:3-9  Jesus anointed with a fragrant perfume of nard 

2. 14:22-26  the bread and wine of the new covenant  

3. 14:51, 52  the disciple covered with a sheet 

4. 15:6-15  the prisoner Barabbas or Jesus to be crucified? 

5. 15:33-41  the death of Jesus and the veil of the temple 

 
This is how they fit into the grid of stories that is the 6th division. 
 

I. Jesus is anointed: the ideal sacrifice, a sweet smell to God. 14:3-9 
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3 While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of a man known as Simon the 

Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. 

She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head. 4 Some of those present were saying 

indignantly to one another, "Why this waste of perfume? 5 It could have been sold for more 

than a year’s wages and the money given to the poor." And they rebuked her harshly (14:3-5 

NIV). 

 

Extremely pleased 

Stop for a minute and think about some occasion when you were superbly pleased about 

something. I remember when my father bought my brothers and me a Belgian air rifle. It was of 

superior design and very stylish, and I imagine that it cost them something. My parents weren't 

rich, far from it, being missionaries. But they knew that we would spend many hours in Africa 

hunting, so to invest money in that rifle would be money well spent. The people in the area 

where we lived were not used to eating meat because of the cost. Hunting pigeons and other 

small game would make our young friends very happy. They would roast the meat for a real 

treat! We were thrilled with the rifle that our father bought us. He satisfied one of our deep 

desires. 

 

God is pleased 

While this is on a hugely different level, we find that God was pleased and satisfied with the 

sacrifice of Christ. We will see the following facts in this first story: 

 

A. 14:3 ... a woman came to where Jesus was eating with an alabaster container of costly 

perfume. She broke the bottle and poured it over the head of Jesus.  

B. 14:8 ... she was anointing his body for burial, Jesus said. 

C. 14:9 ... what she did would be retold in her memory, he added. 

 

A little deodorant 

When some of those who work on the gospel ship Logos II come out of the kitchen, or out of the 

engine room, or from cleaning around the ship cabins they arrive dripping with sweat! They 

don't smell very good, to say the least! The first thing they want to do is shower, put on fresh 

clothes, and splash on some deodorant and cologne or perfume! At least the rest of the crew hope 

they will do all those things. Besides, doesn't it feel marvelous to remove the sweat by soaping 

up, letting the water gush over your body, then toweling down and dowsing yourself with 

cologne? Then, if you are called on to give a testimony or sing at a conference on board you 

would not arrive all sweaty and smelly. You would be suitably dressed. You would come 

showered and clean. You would be presentable.  

  

Our acts don’t accomplish this 

Jesus was the only one, ever, to be presentable to God. He is that sweet smelling sacrifice to the 

Lord. Isaiah 64:6 says that all our righteous deeds are like smelly rags! Only Jesus is acceptable 

to God.  

 

However we must raise a caution flag at this point. The act, of the woman who anointed Jesus, 

did not make her presentable to God. Her act did symbolize what Jesus was already, the 
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acceptable sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins, the sacrifice which is pleasing to God; and her 

action identified her with him.  

 

Sweet smelling sacrifices 

The book of Leviticus, given through Moses, tells us that the sacrifices that the Lord commanded 

to Israel were of a pleasing smell to God.  

 

"Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When any one of you brings an offering to the 

LORD, you shall bring your offering of livestock from the herd or from the flock (Leviticus 1:2 

ESV).” 

 

The text following verse 2 explains the sacrifice and verse 9 says, 

 

“… but its entrails and its legs he shall wash with water. And the priest shall burn all of it on the 

altar, as a burnt offering, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD (Leviticus 1:9 

ESV).” 

 

Not animals but the Son 

Ultimately, God was not pleased with those sacrifices of animals, but he was pleased with the 

obedience and the sacrifice of his Son. The letter to the Hebrews explains. 

 

6 “… in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7 Then I said, 

'Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the 

book.'" 8 When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 

and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the 

law),9 then he added, "Behold, I have come to do your will." He does away with the first 

in order to establish the second. 10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the 

offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all (Hebrews 10:6-10 ESV). 

  

The apostle Paul described the sacrifice of Christ as a fragrant aroma: And walk in love, as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God (Ephesians 5:2 

ESV). 

 

What this woman did and what Paul says are related to what Leviticus 16:12-13 says,  

 

And he shall take a censer full of coals of fire from the altar before the LORD, and two 

handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and he shall bring it inside the veil and put the 

incense on the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy 

seat that is over the testimony, so that he does not die (Leviticus 16:12-13 ESV). 

 

On the Day of Atonement, once a year, the high priest entered the most holy place, behind the 

veil, carrying sacrifices for himself and for the people. Besides the sacrifices of blood, he also 

carried the fragrance of the incense. 

 
To offer ourselves to God is not valid because we are contaminated by sin. The smell would not 

be very pleasing. We already mentioned Isaiah 64:6. That reference says, We have all become 
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like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like 

a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away (ESV).  

 

Favorite cologne 

I have to admit that I have always been partial to a particular cologne. It's a pleasing smell to me. 

And I would hope the aroma made me more presentable to others. Why do we use colognes, 

deodorants and perfumes? Literally, we use them to improve our smell, so that we are acceptable 

when we are with others. The Lord is that pleasing aroma that morally and spiritually we need. 

Without him we are not acceptable to God. He would never be satisfied with us without the 

pleasant smell of the sacrifice of his beloved Son. Sometimes we chuckle about those who lived 

in past centuries because they rarely bathed and to avoid the pungent odors that emanated from 

their bodies they used snuff. Each one carried his own snuff box. Jesus is the one that makes us 

smell good to God, who covers the suffocating, pungent and maleficent odors that emanate from 

us as sinners. Jesus is the cologne, the perfume of God.  

 

II. The bread and wine of the New Covenant: the sacrificial basis of the New Covenant 

14:22-26 

 

22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, "Take it; this is my body." 23 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered 

it to them, and they all drank from it. 24 "This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 

out for many," he said to them (14:22-24 NIV). 

 

Signs of the Covenant 

The body and the blood of Jesus are signs of the New Covenant. The Old Covenant was sealed 

with blood but this one with better sacrifices, that of Christ.  

 

When the United States came into existence, the people who lived in them wrote a new covenant 

called The Declaration of Independence. But for this covenant, or agreement, to become a reality 

some had to spill their blood and give their bodies in the War of Independence.  

 

Body and blood are absolute necessities in order to live amongst human beings here on earth. 

Jesus gave his body and his blood for us. He gave the best that he had. If someone gives another 

person $1000, or even $1 billion, they are giving a great sum, but when someone gives up his 

body and blood, even to death, he gives all.  
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God teaches us through the Bible, above all in the tabernacle and the sacrifices, that one, in this 

case an animal, has to die in the place of another, the person that brings the animal. The body and 

the blood of the animal are given up. Other offerings were not sufficient to cleanse from sin. It 

cost the life of the animal. The punishment for sin fell on the animal, symbolically. The animal 

lost its life. Its blood was spilled and its body burned on the altar. The sacrifice of Jesus Christ 

was nothing less. He had to die, spilling his blood and offering his body.  

 

We know 

We should put our faith in his sacrifice so that our sins will be forgiven and erased. To do good 

works does not remove sin. In the final judgment it is not a matter of whether I have done more 

good works than bad. To follow this philosophy is very uncertain when the Bible says that we 

can know that we have eternal life, but how can we know? Listen to what the apostle John says, 

in chapter 5 and verses 10 to13 of his first letter,  

 

10 Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not 

believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God 

has borne concerning his Son. 11 And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, 

and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the 

Son of God does not have life. 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of 

the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life (1John 5:10-13 ESV). 

 

His cause 

Now, aside from what Jesus has done for us, does all this mean that we should follow the 

example of Jesus and die for his cause? Yes, it is very possible we may have to die for him. 

Some, and in fact more and more people, have died for Jesus and for his cause. And we are not 

only to give our lives for Christ, but also for the brothers. 1John 3:16 to 18 says:  

 

16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our 

lives for the brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in 

need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? 18 Little 

children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth (1John 3:16-18 ESV). 

 

III. A young disciple leaves a sheet behind and runs: the sacrifice that covers - the sheet 

that covered the youth 14:50-52 

 

51 A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus. When they 

seized him, 52 he fled naked, leaving his garment behind (14:51-52 NIV). 
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The first to run away naked 

The young disciple who followed Jesus was not the first one to discover that he was naked. 

Adam and Eve were discovered. When they sinned they hid from God. They did not want to be 

discovered. In the same way we try to conceal shameful things that we have done. Even though 

it’s not specifically mentioned, supposedly Jesus was completely naked on the cross, or was he 

not? They took his clothes from him. Crucifixion was a form of punishment which both tortured 

and shamed the condemned. Just remember, he allowed himself to be shamed in this way for us, 

on our behalf! 

 

Why such a negative reaction? 

Have you ever had a negative reaction from someone when you bring up the name of Christ or 

witness to someone? Well remember it might be something like this to them. What I am going to 

share at this point may seem shocking but it is realistic. 

 

Imagine you are amongst 12 people in a completely dark room. There is absolutely no light. You 

and 5 others are dressed and you carry suitcases filled with clothes, but the other 6 are stark 

naked. You or one of the five dressed people switch on a light. You are comfortable with the 

light on because now you can see! You won't stumble in the dark. You can see who is with you 

and can talk face to face. No more groping! But just imagine the reaction of the 6 who have no 

clothes on! They scream, "Turn off that light! We’re naked. What are you? Some peeping Tom 

or pervert?" Or they will say, "Hey we have to be naked, so you should be as well. Take off your 

clothes and join us!" 

 

Your desire is to clothe them. You would share your clothing with them, but they are so 

embarrassed and angry they can't stand the moments they have to wait naked, while the 6 who 

are dressed find clothes for them in their suitcases. They insist the lights be turned off again! 

 

The discovery of their nakedness is what Adam and Eve experienced in Eden when they sinned. 

They found they were naked. God made them clothes of animal skins. But if someone does listen 

to you about Jesus, and they accept the Lord, they would be like one of those six naked people 

accepting the offer of clothing from the suitcase you carry. 

 

The garments of salvation 

Isaiah, chapter 61 and verse 10, says, I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in 

my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe 

of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a 

bride adorns herself with her jewels (ESV). 

  

I have an uncle on my mother's side of the family who used to live in Dallas, Texas, and whom I 

visited quite often on my ministry trips to Mexico. Many times I stayed at their home after the 

Christmas evangelistic outreaches in one of the cities of north Mexico. I knew what it was to 

enjoy my time with them. On a couple of occasions they took me to a men's store to buy me a 

suit, because rarely had I bought suits. They did me a great favor each time they bought me a 

suit. They were wonderful but what they did illustrates what Jesus did for us; he clothed us with 

garments of salvation. 
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But this verse in Isaiah mentions the brides and grooms. When Cathy and I were married Cathy 

did not have a wedding dress so we started to pray that the Lord would give us a dress. Being on 

Operation Mobilization as new trainee missionaries, and involved in the early years when 

finances were very tight, we were very careful with expenses. In one of the OM conferences 

someone, who was about to be married, told Cathy that someone else had lent her a dress, and if 

Cathy was happy with the idea she would lend her the dress as well. She was being lent the dress 

because after her there was another woman who needed to use it. Four young women used that 

dress at their weddings. The Lord provided for our needs and those of others with that dress. The 

wonderful thing is that in the case of the clothes and dresses of salvation, there are sufficient for 

each to have his or her own.  

 

A surprise treasure 

A man visited the Antiques Road Show (An exhibition of antique objects that is set up in cities 

throughout the country) in Tucson, Arizona, in January of 2002. He took and displayed a 

blanket, made by the Navajos, for a chief of the Yute tribe. It was a very plain looking blanket 

but of very early vintage. To the owners complete surprise he was told that the blanket was worth 

between $350,000 and $500,000. The man began to weep. He had kept the blanket thrown over a 

chair in his home and had no idea of the value of that object. Our blanket, our sheet, our clothes 

of salvation are Jesus, but he is worth far more than that blanket made by the Navajos for a Yute 

chieftain. The Apostle Peter wrote, 18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways 

inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the 

precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot (1 Peter 1:18-19 ESV). 

 

The Apostle Paul aims a very practical exhortation at us in the light of what we are saying: 

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires 

(Romans 13:14 ESV). That night in which Jesus was betrayed, the two objects delivered over to 

the crowd were Jesus and the sheet. Symbolically the sheet is Jesus. And in the same way that 

the young follower of Jesus had covered himself with that sheet, so we should cover ourselves, 

or dress up, with Jesus.  

 

And these exhortations are consequences of the above: 

Sometimes, in the mornings when we wake up and we dress we begin to ask ourselves, what do I 

wear, today? Is it the right time to ask ourselves about the moral and spiritual clothes with which 

we are going to dress that day? Following we have a list of clothes that God wants us to put on 

every day: 

 

1.  The new man, created in the likeness of God, in righteousness and true holiness. The 

implication is that we represent God and therefore we have the privilege of dressing in 

agreement with his character. … and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in 

true righteousness and holiness (Ephesians 4:24 ESV). 

 

2.  The armor of God. Here the implication is that we are soldiers in a spiritual war and we 

have to be prepared for the attacks of the enemy. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may 

be able to stand against the schemes of the devil (Ephesians 6:11 ESV). 
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3.  Deep compassion, kindness, humility, and patience. This verse returns to the reality of 

the person of God and his will in our lives. 12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and 

beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one 

another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has 

forgiven you, so you also must forgive (Colossians 3:12-13 ESV). 

 

4. Love, the perfect bond. The Bible tells us that God is love. He ties and links everything 

together. Let us clothe ourselves with love. And above all these put on love, which binds 

everything together in perfect harmony (Colossians 3:14 ESV). 

 

And that sheet that covers us, is it going to fall off or ever be removed? In a sense, no. Jesus 

Christ does not leave us. But in a practical sense, yes, it will “fall off” if we are not living with 

him covering us. It is going to fall off or be removed many times. But Paul exhorts us to put it 

right back on.  

 

IV. Barabbas or Jesus: a substitute sacrifice - one dies for another 15:6-15 

 

6 Now it was the custom at the Feast to release a prisoner whom the people requested. 7 

A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed 

murder in the uprising. 8 The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he 

usually did. 9 "Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?" asked Pilate, 10 

knowing it was out of envy that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him. 11 But the 

chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead (15:6-11 NIV). 

 

I am your sacrifice 

"Qorbone shoma" means, "I am your sacrifice". It’s a Persian greeting, and very significant for 

the Christian. Everyone in Iran greets each other with that phrase amongst others without 

stopping to think about what it really means. It is a way of declaring certain affection or respect 

towards others. But nobody dies for another except on some very rare occasion. We can use that 

phrase as a trampoline in the presentation of the gospel to Persians. The only one who truly died 

in our place was the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

For Barrabas 

Specifically Jesus died in the place of Barrabas. Symbolically Jesus died for all of us.  

For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to 

God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit … (1 Pedro 3:18 NASB-u). 
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Barrabas was a criminal and he went so far as to kill someone. He had committed murder in an 

insurrection. It was certain that he would be crucified for his attack on Roman authority. The 

cross was designed for this kind of transgressor of Roman law. Surely he would not escape. 

  

But he did escape! A tradition existed which the governor honored as a favor to the Jews, people 

who as far as the Romans were concerned could be quite trying. The Jews were known as a 

people who would riot or rebel for reasons the pagan world did not always understand. The 

Romans held a certain respect or fear of the Jews because of course they wanted to maintain their 

famous “Pax Romana”, or “Roman Peace”. In order to maintain this peace in Judea they went 

along with one or another of the Jewish requests. 

  

The tradition consisted in the governor releasing whichever prisoner the Jews requested during 

the feast of the Passover. But what a change of prisoners! Jesus was turned in and Barabbas, a 

known criminal, was released! Let’s keep in mind, however, that to some Barabbas may have 

been something of a hero, having fought the Roman invader. 

 

In any case this moment must have been one of great joy to Barabbas because he had escaped the 

cross! He was freed of his chains. For the believer in Jesus there is a moment of freedom when 

he accepts Jesus as his substitute under the condemnation of sin. This jubilation might compare 

in some way to that felt by the people of Paris when their city was freed by the allies during the 

Second World War. 

 

From the height of Montmartre, the Saboyarde, the bell of the basilica of Sacre-Coeur 

which weighed seventeen tons, constructed by an earlier generation of Parisians to thank 

God for liberating Paris and France from the Prussians, quickly answered the call of the 

Great Bell of Notre-Dame. One after the other, from one end of the city to the other, all 

the churches rang their bells to announce the good news. In a matter of moments the skies 

above Paris vibrated with the sounds of the one hundred bells of the city of Paris. 

Parisians, appearing at their windows, wept with the joy and emotion. (¿Arde París?, 

Dominique Lapierre y Larry Collins, p. 464, Plaza y Janés, 1989. Translation into English 

by Jack Rendel.) 

 

Jesus unlike Barabbas, or us 

What is absolutely clear is that Jesus never committed murder. He was never rebellious, neither 

against man nor against God. He paid taxes and showed respect to those in authority. But he did 

have to rebuke those who wandered morally. In the Garden of Gethsemane when they came to 

arrest him he told his follower, who drew the sword and cut off the ear of the servant of the high 

priest, that he was to put the sword away. 

  

You might remember that as a child you fought with your brothers and sisters, and that as far as 

you were concerned the other child was more to blame for the fight than you. When our parents 

arrived on the scene and began asking “who” did “what”, we blamed the other for the fight. In 

this scene in the gospel we see how the one who was to blame was released! The one who was 

innocent was turned over to one of the cruelest deaths ever invented in the history of mankind. It 

was a death that a murderer might merit but not Jesus! 
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V. The death of Jesus: the sacrifice which opens the way – the veil of the temple torn from 

top to bottom 15:33-41 

 
37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two 

from top to bottom (15:37-38 NIV). 

 

The veil 

There were two rooms in the temple, the holy place and the holy of holies or most holy place, 

where God focused his presence in a special way on earth. The high priest was allowed to enter 

the most holy place only once a year. He had to enter with the blood of sacrifice for his own sins 

and the sins of the people. Only with the blood of sacrifice could the high priest enter. At the 

moment Jesus died, this way or ‘door’ to God was flung wide open with the tearing of that 

separating veil from top to bottom. 

 

“Shi ya bude kofa.”  

In February of 2006 while on a trip to Niger and Nigeria, I had been going over my Hausa, the 

language I learned as a child in Africa, and one phrase I was relearning was “Shi ya bude kofa”, 

meaning “he opened the door”. That is what Jesus has done for us. He opened the door to heaven 

for us. 

 

A new way in transportation 

A new way was opened up across the United States by the steam train in the 19th century. 

Another way was opened up for trains to and from England and the European continent 

underneath the English Channel at the end of the 20th century. Thinking back about the great 

things God did for Israel we remember what he did at the Red Sea and the Jordan opening up a 

way. Where there was no way across God opened a way for the people to cross, on dry land. 

  

Mephibosheth 

Mephibosheth was lame in both feet as the result of an accident that he suffered as a child. He 

was also the grandson of David’s greatest enemy, King Saul. But every day Mephibosheth ate 

his meals at King David’s table. But why? Because he was the son of Jonathan, David’s greatest 

friend. That famous friendship between Mephibosheth’s father Jonathan and David opened for 

him the way into the household of the King of Israel. He had the privilege of sitting at the royal 
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banquets! It’s amazing what love can do! It conquers enmities and opens the way for 

relationships of mercy and kindness! When we were enemies of God Christ died for us. The 

Apostle Paul tells us this in Romans chapter 5. The love of God has reached out to us and taken 

us to God. There we can observe his person, his glory, his wisdom, his love, his care, his 

salvation, his grandeur, his light and his warmth! Let’s enter the vision that Isaiah saw of the 

Lord highly exalted in the temple, recorded in Isaiah chapter 6. 

  

A bride 

When someone makes great sacrifices in a war they are sometimes recognized and decorated 

with a medal. This may open up a way to the king or president of the country. My wife once met 

a couple whose husband had been a pilot in the Second World War. They were on the way to that 

nation’s capitol to be recognized by the president. His wife accompanied him because of her 

close and special relationship to the pilot as his wife. Well, in the case of Jesus he has done the 

same for his bride. His sacrifice has opened up a way to God and he takes us, his bride, with him, 

to the Father. 

  

Bringing us to God 

In the third scene, where we found ourselves with Barabbas, we mentioned a portion of Scripture 

that we find in Peter’s first letter. 1 Peter 3:18 says, … because Christ also suffered once, the just 

for the unjust, in order to bring us to God, having died in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit … 

(author’s paraphrase.) Here we have that phrase, “to bring us to God”. Jesus opened up a way to 

bring us to God. 

  

What a joy, what a pleasure, what a memory to know and think about these things. Let’s be 

thankful for these marvelous spiritual blessings. God has been incredibly good to us! 

 

He has made us acceptable to God by his sweet smelling sacrifice. 

  

He has made us participants in a new agreement or covenant, based on his sacrifice and not on 

the works of the law. 

  

He has covered us with his person, a garment of salvation and righteousness. 

  

He has delivered us from the just judgment of God having become a substitute sacrifice in our 

place. 

  

He has taken us to the very presence of God, the ruler of the universe. 

  

THERE ARE NOT WORDS ENOUGH TO DESCRIBE ALL THAT GOD HAS DONE FOR 

US! 
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But then the Lord calls on us to offer ourselves as living sacrifices. 

 
And verse 2. 

 

 
Let’s respond 
Let’s respond to what Jesus has done for us in five ways: 

 

1. Remember that we are an aroma to others as his representatives, some to death and others to 

life. 

 

 

2. Remember to eat the bread and drink the cup to remember him. Let’s not ever say, “I forgot!” 
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3. Remember to spiritually and morally clothe ourselves with him, just as we put on physical 

clothes everyday. 

 

 

4. Remember we are the Lord’s bond slaves, his prisoners, with the freedom in him to do his will 

and not evil. 

 

 

5. And finally, draw near to the Lord, and to one another meeting together and stimulating each 

other, because he opened up a way for us to come near to God, through the veil, his own body. 

 

 

 


